92.   MOTES
NON-PAYMENT OF TAXES
I observe a desire in some places to precipitate mass civil
disobedience by suspending payment of taxes. But I would urge the
greatest caution before embarking upon the dangerous adventure.
We must not be indifferent about violence, and we must make
sure of masses exercising self-control whilst they are witnesses to the
confiscation of their crops and cattle or forfeiture of their holdings.
I know that withholding of payment of taxes is one of the quickest
methods of overthrowing a government. I am equally sure that
we have not yet evolved that degree of strength and discipline
which are necessary for conducting a successful campaign of non-
payment of taxes. Not a single tahsil in India is yet ready, except
perhaps Bardoli and to a lesser degree Anand. More than fifty
per cent of the population of such tahsil has to rid itself of the
curse of untouchability, must be^dressed in khadi manufactured in
the tahsil, must be non-violent in thought, word and deed, and
must be living in perfect friendliness with all whether co-operators
or non-co-operators. Non-payment of taxes without the necessary
discipline will be an act of unpardonable madness. Instead of
leading to swaraj, it is likely to lead to no-raj, I must, there-
fore, repeat the caution I have so often uttered that mass civil dis-
obedience ought not to be tried in the first instance, except under
my personal supervision, and certainly never without the fulfilment
of the conditions laid down at Delhi.1
"SARKAR SALAAM"
I have reproduced the letter from Sind, showing what is re-
quired of prisoners in Hyderabad.2 A telegram has been received
from Noakhali, enquiring whether non-co-operation prisoners
should utter the formula "Sarkar Salaam". In my opinion that for-
mula, as also Sarkar ek hat, is degrading, and the latter is even
profane. No religiously minded person can say or believe:
Sarkar is only one! That can be said only of God, and Him
alone. Therefore, whilst I would advise political prisoners to con-
form to the jail regulations in so far as they are intended to keep
1  Vide Vol. XXI, pp, 411-4.
2  Vide "Worse than Martial Law", 19-1-1922.
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